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The Associated Press 

ATLANTA — One score real-
ly got the attention of Virginia
Tech’s coaches as they prepared
for Thursday night’s matchup
with Tennessee in the Chick-fil-
A Bowl.

Alabama 12, Tennessee 10.
The Vols’ narrow loss at No.

1 Alabama on Oct. 24 impressed
Virginia Tech offensive coordi-
nator Bryan Stinespring.
Alabama opened its season with
a 34-24 win over the Hokies but
couldn’t reach the end zone
against Tennessee.

“Alabama managed four field
goals,” Stinespring said. “There
it is right there. You understand
what’s in front of you.”

Virginia Tech returns to the
Georgia Dome, the site of the
loss to Alabama, to face
Tennessee, another
Southeastern Conference team.

The No. 12 Hokies (9-3) are
favored against the unranked
Vols (7-5), who have won four of
their last five games.

Virginia Tech coach Frank
Beamer said the Vols developed
into an elite team at the end of
the season.

“I go back to the final results.
It’s not where you start, it’s
where you end up,” Beamer said
Wednesday. “Anyone that
looked at it would say this
team’s right at the top of the
SEC. They have won four of
their last five.

“We played Alabama and I
saw how they played Alabama,
and they took it right to them. ...
The bottom line is that we’re
playing one of the best, if not
the best, teams in the SEC, and
we understand that.”

Beamer also was impressed
by Tennessee’s strong play in its
23-13 loss at Florida.

“You look at how they played
the good teams,” Beamer said.
“They crank it up.”

The Hokies also finished
strong, winning their last four
games.

The bowl matches two of col-
lege football’s most respected
defensive coordinators.

Bud Foster’s Virginia Tech
defense allowed no second-half
points in the four consecutive
wins and ranks 14th in the
nation in total yards allowed.

Monte Kiffin, Tennessee
coach Lane Kiffin’s father, has a
16th-ranked defense led by star
safety Eric Berry. The Vols are
10th in the nation against the
pass.

Stinespring said he’s moti-
vated by the matchup against
Monte Kiffin’s defense, and said
facing Foster’s unit in practice
is good preparation.

“Every day when you hit the
field, when you’re going against
Bud and the caliber of defense
he puts on the field every single
day, you better bring the ‘A’
game,” Stinespring said. “You
better prepare yourself for a
tough day at the office and
play as well as you can play
or it’s not going to go well for
you. It’s the same way when
you get ready to play
Tennessee and Monte Kiffin.

“It’s a great defense, a
great defensive coordinator.
He’s proven it over the test of
time, the same way Bud has.
You know what you’re going
to get. You’re going to line up
against one of the best
defenses in the country, as we
do in Blacksburg. It excites
you.”

Each team has a running
back on the verge of setting a
school record for yards rush-
ing in a season.

Tennessee senior Montario
Hardesty needs 156 yards to
set the Vols’ single-season
mark. Virginia Tech freshman
Ryan Williams needs only 109
yards for the Hokies’ record.

Williams’ 1,538 yards
rushing is the eighth-most by
a freshman in NCAA history.
He won Atlantic Coast
Conference rookie of the year
honors and scored 20 touch-
downs to set a conference record
for a freshman.

Monte Kiffin can’t focus only
on Williams.Virginia Tech quar-
terback Tyrod Taylor passed for
2,102 yards this season with 13
touchdowns and four intercep-
tions.

“They’re very, very bal-
anced,” Monte Kiffin said. “That
quarterback, I just think he’s
special. ...Tyrod Taylor has real-
ly come a long way. He’s really a
seasoned veteran quarterback.
He’s a leader out there now. He’s
very confident in what he does.”

Hardesty has 1,306 yards
rushing and 12 touchdowns. He
finished the regular season
with a career-best 179 yards
and three TDs against
Kentucky.
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More about Hill online
To view more photos, records and documents
relating to Pete Hill’s life visit us online at 
StarExponent.com, keyword: Pete Hill
For more on Zann Nelson’s research  » A2

Contributed Photo

FAMILY TIES: Lizzie Seals, above left, was the mother of Baseball Hall-of-Famer Pete Hill.
Her family roots helped establish Pete’s connection to southern Culpeper County.

Digging deeper

About the series:
Part 1: Where was Hill from? Tuesday
Part 2: Exploring Hill’s birthplace: Wed.
Part 3: Hill’s family history: Today

Pete Hill’s family roots go back
a long way in Rapidan area

By Zann Nelson
M16439@aol.com

Baseball Hall of Famer
and most likely the son of for-
mer slaves, John Preston
“Pete” Hill, born in the village
of Buena, Culpeper County,
Virginia in 1882, lived his
entire adult life north of the
Mason-Dixon Line.

He played ball not for
fame or fortune, but like so
many of the early players, he
was driven by a genuine love
of the game. When he could
no longer play competitively,
he managed the team. Then
with some irony, his later life
brought him back to the very
same mechanism that gave
him his first opportunity —
the railroad.

Though there is no evi-
dence that Pete ever returned
to the place of his birth, it is
doubtful that he forgot. Many
of his friends and relatives
had also relocated to
Pittsburgh, but Buena was
still home and staying in

touch with grandparents,
aunts, uncles and cousins was
a family mandate.

Time has a tendency to
eradicate records; letters are
destroyed and contact infor-
mation lost. Pete’s induction
into the Hall of Fame in 2006
rekindled the fires of family
connections and a desire to
reestablish ancestral roots.

The primary source of
data for non-property owning
residents is the Federal cen-
sus data. However, there is a
10 year gap from census to
census in which many life
changing events can occur.

Despite these circum-
stances, significant facts have
been discovered proving that
the Seals and Hill families
lived for decades in the area
of Buena/Rapidan in
Culpeper County.

The Seals
The 1880 Census record,

found the Seals family living
in Orange County, across the

Rapidan River from the vil-
lage of Buena. Listed in the
household were parents,
Edward and Mary Francis
and children, Ella, Lizzie,
Annie, Mollie, Maria, Emily
and James.

According to the death
records found at the State
Library in Richmond,
Edward Seals died in Orange
County of pneumonia in
December of 1880.

One can only guess as to
the causative circumstances,
but by the summer of 1881
the family was living on the
Culpeper side of the river.
According to court records,
Pete’s aunt, Emily Seals, died
at the age of eight in August
of 1881 in Culpeper County.

Further research revealed
that three of Pete’s other
aunts were married in
Culpeper County. The local
county marriage records

Hokies have
respect for
for the Vols
Virginia Tech knows
SEC opponent could
provide tough test in
today’s Chick-fil-A Bowl

By Shane Mettlen
smettlen@starexponent.com 
(540) 825-0771, ext. 127

In the late 1800s multiple black base-
ball teams began forming around the
United States, forming the early roots of
what would become known as the Negro
Leagues. Before the turn of the century
some black players had found their way
onto white teams, but for the most part
professional baseball remained segregat-
ed until the 1940s.

Pete Hill, who new evidence suggests
was born in Culpeper County, was one of
the pioneers of black professional base-
ball, making his professional debut in
1889 and starring for several black
teams into the 1920s.

The early days of black baseball in the
United States mostly consisted of barn-
storming teams traveling the country
and playing against any competition
they could find, but in 1920 a black play-
er/owner/manager named Rube Foster
created what would become the Negro
National League, the first prominent
black baseball league.

Foster had a close relationship with
Hill, and Hill starred on Foster’s teams
as the Negro National League gained
traction in the baseball world. Foster’s
league spawned famous clubs such as the
Chicago American Giants, Detroit Stars,
Indianapolis ABC’s and the Kansas City
Monarchs.

Hill helped
build Negro

Leagues

Pete Hill: Culpeper County’s
newly discovered Hall of Famer

See DIGGING, Page B2 »
Hill’s family became prominent

See LEAGUES, Page B2 »
Negro Leagues grew in size and popularity

Terrell sets Madison scoring mark

By Matt Rock
Sports correspondent

MADISON — Seven points
away at tip off, Logan Terrell
didn’t waste any time breaking
the Mountaineers’ school
record for career points.

His teammates made sure of
that.

“My teammates just talked
to me,” Terrell said.

“They were like ‘Alright
man, were just going to go
ahead and get it out the way,
and then we can go ahead and
focus on the game.’”

With 1:48 left in the first
quarter, Terrell broke the 34-
year-old record of 1,379 points
held by James “Sleepy”

Johnson in the 77-64 win over
visiting Luray Wednesday.

“He’s just been a solid post
player ever since he was a
freshman,” Madison County
coach Ben Breeden said. “He’s
a guy that’s going to bring
everything he had every night.
He just plays so physical — he
likes contact and the more con-
tact he gets the better he tends
to play.”

Jerel Carter lofted the ball
inside to a double-teamed
Terrell, who spun, lifted past
two pairs of out-stretched
hands to sink the milestone.

“That’s the confidence that
we have in him,” Breeden said.
“We feel like he can still score
over two.”

Terrell finished with 20
points to put the record at
1,392 eight games into the sea-
son.

Carter tallied 16 points on
the night while David Falk had
15 and A.J. Butler recorded 12.

“It was crazy how we’re so
well rounded,” Terrell said. “It
doesn’t matter who’s touching
the ball, we all can score and
we all can do a lot of great
things.”

The Mountaineers helped
each other out the entire night,
with 22-of-32 baskets coming
with an assist.

Carter had seven assists on
the night, while Terrell and
Casey Campbell each recorded
four.

“We just click,” Carter said.
“We’ve been with each other
since our freshman year so
everything’s just there right
now.”

The Mountaineers (8-0) held
off a late rally by the Bulldogs
(4-5) led by junior Josh
McKenzie, who had 25 points
and nine rebounds.

“We’ve just got to keep it
under control,” Carter said.
“We’ve got to trust each other
and make free throws.”

CSE File Photo

RECORD BREAKER: Logan Terrell
became Madison Co.’s all-time
leading scorer on Wednesday.

Mountaineers stay
unbeaten with victory
against visiting Luray
on Wednesday night
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Culpeper Little League registration
Culpeper Little League will be holding 
registration for the 2010 Spring Season in
the Culpeper County High School Cafeteria:
Saturday Jan. 9, from 9 a.m. until noon
Wednesday Jan. 13, from 6 p.m. until 8 p.m.
Saturday Jan. 30, from 9 a.m. until noon
Registration fee will remain at $55.00 
Register online:  eteamz.com/cll
Please contact Debbie McIlwee at 829-0988
or at dmcilwee@yahoo.com with any ques-
tions.

CCHS winter baseball camp
Culpeper County High School is hosting its
second annual winter baseball camp. It will
begin Jan. 17 and run every Sunday from 1
p.m. to 4 p.m. for four weeks. It is intended
to prepare kids 10 and above for spring
baseball and high school baseball.
Admission is $25 for each session or $80 for
all four, with the proceeds going to the
CCHS and EVHS baseball programs. For
more information contact Wes Wimmer at
540-222-9970 or 540-349-9340.

Culpeper Blue Angels
The Culpeper Blue Angels Allstar
Cheerleading program is now accepting
members for the upcoming 2010-11 season.
The season will begin in May 2010 thru May
2011 for ages 3 and up.  CBA is also offer-
ing, for NEW members ages 3-14 only, FREE
tuition for up to 4 months (January thru
April).  For more information, go to
www.culpeperblueangels.com or call 
540-727-2087.

New Year’s Day 5K postponed
The New Years 5K has been rescheduled for
Jan. 9 at the Culpeper Recreation Club.
Race-day registration is 9:30 to 10:15 a.m.
Shirts guaranteed to first 50 5K
entrees.10:15: 5K walk; 10:20 kids
mile;10:30 5K run. Please bring at least one
non perishable food item for our local food
bank per applicant and an old pair of run-
ning shoes to recycle. Applications available
at  Bike Stop, Gold’s Gym, or print from
culpeper-roadrunners.com,
worldbeanroasthers,com. Contact: Julia
Peck - jptrigal@yahoo.com, Andrea Rodman
- Kids Run - annieleepg@hotmail.com 

Co-ed Adult Flag Football
Anyone interested in playing in the
Culpeper Adult Coed Flag Football League
needs to reply at culpepercoedflagfootball
@yahoo.com. All players must be 18 years of
age to play.

Culpeper County Parks and Recreation
Culpeper County Parks and Recreation
Department will offer three evenings of
open basketball for the following age
groups.  Each program will be 10 weeks in
duration from 7pm to 9:30pm at Yowell
Elementary School Gym located on Route
522.  The total program fee of $30 for A &
B and $20 for C will be paid when regis-
tering.  All games will be pick-up.
A.  Tuesdays, January 5  - Adult ages 21 to
40 B.  Wednesdays, January 6 - Adults ages
40 and above C.  Thursday January 7 -
Teens ages 16 to 20 Questions may be
directed to Culpeper County Parks and
Recreation Department at 727-3412.
Registration begins Monday, January 4
and payment may be made by phone,
walk-in or mail-in.  For convenience credit
cards are accepted.

Culpeper Soccer Association 
On-line registration for the Culpeper
Soccer Association's spring season begins
January 1st through February 13th. Go to
www.culpepersoccer.net to register!  We
will be taking players for recreation, trav-
el(by 1/15/10), adult and TOPS leagues!
LATE registration(+$15) runs 2/14-2/27/10.
Late registrations are wait listed and not
guaranteed team placement. Registration
by mail is: PO Box 1105, Culpeper VA,
22701 with checks made payable to CSA.
In person registration is scheduled for
Saturday, Feb.6, 10-noon; Monday, Feb.8,
6-8pm; Saturday, Feb.13, 10-noon at the
Culpeper County Library. 

Winter soccer camp
There will be a winter soccer camp
coached by Shay Bell at Culpeper Sport
and Racquet Club  6 week program.
Saturday evenings.  Speed and agility clin-
ic, 6 - 13 yrs first touch soccer clinic and JV
/ Varsity boys and girls soccer preseason
camps.  Call 825 0000 for
More information.

NFL 

National Football League
AMERICAN CONFERENCE

East
W L T Pct PF PA

x-New Eng 10 5 0 .667 400 251
N.Y. Jets 8 7 0 .533 311 236
Miami 7 8 0 .467 336 360
Buffalo 5 10 0 .333 228 319

South
W L T Pct PF PA

x-Indy 14 1 0 .933 409 277
Houston 8 7 0 .533 354 306
Jacksonville 7 8 0 .467 273 357
Tennessee 7 8 0 .467 337 389

North
W L T Pct PF PA

x-Cincy 10 5 0 .667 305 254
Baltimore 8 7 0 .533 370 248
Pittsburgh 8 7 0 .533 338 300
Cleveland 4 11 0 .267 222 358

West
W L T Pct PF PA

x-San Die 12 3 0 .800 431 300
Denver 8 7 0 .533 302 280
Oakland 5 10 0 .333 184 358
Kansas City 3 12 0 .200 250 400

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East

W L T Pct PF PA
y-Philly 11 4 0 .733 429 313
y-Dallas 10 5 0 .667 337 250
N.Y. Giants 8 7 0 .533 395 383
Washington 4 11 0 .267 246 313

South
W L T Pct PF PA

x-New Orl 13 2 0 .867 500 318
Atlanta 8 7 0 .533 343 315
Carolina 7 8 0 .467 292 298
Tampa Bay 3 12 0 .200 234 380

North
W L T Pct PF PA

x-Minn 11 4 0 .733 426 305
y-GB 10 5 0 .667 428 290
Chicago 6 9 0 .400 290 352
Detroit 2 13 0 .133 239 457

West
W L T Pct PF PA

x-Arizona 10 5 0 .667 368 292
San Fran 7 8 0 .467 302 275
Seattle 5 10 0 .333 267 373
St. Louis 1 14 0 .067 169 408

x-clinched division
y-clinched playoff spot

Friday’s Games
San Diego 42, Tennessee 17

Sunday’s Games
Atlanta 31, Buffalo 3
Houston 27, Miami 20
Green Bay 48, Seattle 10
Carolina 41, N.Y. Giants 9
Pittsburgh 23, Baltimore 20
Tampa Bay 20, New Orleans 17, OT
Cleveland 23, Oakland 9
Cincinnati 17, Kansas City 10
New England 35, Jacksonville 7
San Francisco 20, Detroit 6
Arizona 31, St. Louis 10
N.Y. Jets 29, Indianapolis 15
Philadelphia 30, Denver 27
Dallas 17, Washington 0

Monday’s Game
Chicago 36, Minnesota 30, OT

Sunday, Jan. 3
Chicago at Detroit, 1 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Miami, 1 p.m.
New England at Houston, 1 p.m.
Indianapolis at Buffalo, 1 p.m.
San Francisco at St. Louis, 1 p.m.
Atlanta at Tampa Bay, 1 p.m.
New Orleans at Carolina, 1 p.m.
Jacksonville at Cleveland, 1 p.m.
N.Y. Giants at Minnesota, 1 p.m.
Tennessee at Seattle, 4:15 p.m.
Philadelphia at Dallas, 4:15 p.m.
Washington at San Diego, 4:15 p.m.
Kansas City at Denver, 4:15 p.m.
Baltimore at Oakland, 4:15 p.m.
Green Bay at Arizona, 4:15 p.m.
Cincinnati at N.Y. Jets, 8:30 p.m.

NBA 

National Basketball Association
At A Glance

By The Associated Press
All Times EST

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division

W L Pct GB
Boston 23 7 .767 —
Toronto 16 17 .485 8½
New York 12 20 .375 12
Philadelphia 8 22 .267 15
New Jersey 3 29 .094 21

Southeast Division
W L Pct GB

Orlando 23 8 .742 —
Atlanta 21 10 .677 2
Miami 16 12 .571 5½
Charlotte 12 18 .400 10½
Washington 10 20 .333 12½

Central Division
W L Pct GB

Cleveland 26 8 .765 —
Chicago 12 17 .414 11½
Milwaukee 12 18 .400 12
Detroit 11 20 .355 13½
Indiana 9 22 .290 15½

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest Division

W L Pct GB
Dallas 22 9 .710 —
San Antonio 18 11 .621 3
Houston 19 13 .594 3½
Memphis 15 16 .484 7
New Orleans 13 16 .448 8

Northwest Division
W L Pct GB

Denver 20 12 .625 —
Portland 20 13 .606 ½
Utah 17 13 .567 2
Oklahoma City 17 14 .548 2½
Minnesota 7 25 .219 13

Pacific Division
W L Pct GB

L.A. Lakers 25 6 .806 —
Phoenix 20 12 .625 5½
Sacramento 14 16 .467 10½
L.A. Clippers 13 17 .433 11½
Golden State 9 22 .290 15

Tuesday’s Games
Oklahoma City 110, Washington 98
Cleveland 95, Atlanta 84
New York 104, Detroit 87
Chicago 104, Indiana 95
Houston 108, New Orleans 100
San Antonio 117, Minnesota 99
L.A. Lakers 124, Golden State 118

Wednesday’s Games
Cleveland 106, Atlanta 101
Memphis 121, Indiana 110
Toronto 107, Charlotte 103
Orlando 117, Milwaukee 92
New Jersey 104, New York 95
Miami at New Orleans, 8 p.m.
Utah at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Boston at Phoenix, 9 p.m.
L.A. Clippers at Portland, 10 p.m.
Philadelphia at Sacramento, 10 p.m.

Thursday’s Games
Chicago at Detroit, 3 p.m.
Miami at San Antonio, 7 p.m.
Dallas at Houston, 7 p.m.
Utah at Oklahoma City, 8 p.m.
Philadelphia at L.A. Clippers, 9:30

p.m.
Friday’s Games

New York at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m.
Orlando at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Sacramento at L.A. Lakers, 10:30

p.m.

NHL 

National Hockey League
At A Glance

By The Associated Press
All Times EST

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division
GP W L OT PtsGFGA

New Jersey38 28 9 1 5711281
Pittsburgh 41 26 14 1 53130107
Philadelphia3919 18 2 40112109
N.Y. Rangers3918 17 4 40105112
N.Y. Islanders411618 7 39 99126

Northeast Division
GP W L OT PtsGFGA

Buffalo 39 24 11 4 5210790
Boston 39 20 12 7 4710394
Ottawa 40 20 16 4 44112119
Montreal 42 20 19 3 43109115
Toronto 40 14 17 9 37113139

Southeast Division
GP W L OT PtsGFGA

Washington39 24 9 6 54142109
Atlanta 39 18 17 4 40124125
Tampa Bay 40 15 15 10 40100120
Florida 40 16 17 7 39113128
Carolina 39 10 22 7 27 99143

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division
GP W L OT PtsGFGA

Chicago 39 26103 5512184
Nashville 40 23143 49116117
Detroit 39 19146 44100101
St. Louis 39 17175 39102111
Columbus41 15188 38109138

Northwest Division
GP WLOTPtsGFGA

Colorado 41 23126 52123118
Vancouver40 23161 4712599
Calgary 38 21125 4710795
Minnesota40 20173 43106114
Edmonton39 15204 34110131

Pacific Division
GP WLOTPtsGFGA

San Jose 39 248 7 55130101
Phoenix 41 25133 5310892
Los Angeles3922143 47116115
Dallas 39 17111145116121
Anaheim 39 16167 39109124

NOTE: Two points for a win, one point
for overtime loss.

Tuesday’s Games
N.Y. Islanders 2, Columbus 1, SO
Buffalo 4, Pittsburgh 3
Nashville 4, St. Louis 3
Dallas 5, Chicago 4
Phoenix 3, Vancouver 2, SO
Anaheim 4, Minnesota 2

Wednesday’s Games
Colorado 4, Ottawa 3
New Jersey 2, Pittsburgh 0
Montreal 2, Tampa Bay 1, OT
Boston 4, Atlanta 0
Philadelphia 6, N.Y. Rangers 0
Toronto at Edmonton, 9:30 p.m.
Los Angeles at Calgary, 9:30 p.m.
Washington at San Jose, 10 p.m.

Thursday’s Games
Montreal at Florida, 5 p.m.
Colorado at Detroit, 7 p.m.
N.Y. Islanders at Ottawa, 7 p.m.
Vancouver at St. Louis, 7 p.m.
San Jose at Phoenix, 7 p.m.
Nashville at Columbus, 7 p.m.
N.Y. Rangers at Carolina, 8 p.m.
Anaheim at Dallas, 8 p.m.
Los Angeles at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
New Jersey at Chicago, 8:30 p.m.
Edmonton at Calgary, 9 p.m.

Friday’s Games
Philadelphia at Boston, 1 p.m.
Atlanta at Buffalo, 7:30 p.m.

Transactions

BASEBALL
American League

OAKLAND ATHLETICS—Agreed to
terms with RHP Justin Duchscherer on
a one-year contract. Designated LHP
Jay Marshall for assignment.

National League
ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS—

Agreed to terms with INF Kelly Johnson
on a one-year contract.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association
PORTLAND TRAIL BLAZERS—

Signed F Shavlik Randolph.
NBA Development League

RIO GRANDE VALLEY VIPERS—
Traded C Kurt Looby to Albuquerque for
G Will Conroy.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

CINCINNATI BENGALS—Placed LB
Rey Maualuga on injured reserve.
Signed TE Darius Hill from the practice
squad. Signed TE Carson Butler to the
practice squad.

CLEVELAND BROWNS—Signed OL
Scott Kooistra. Waived LB Arnold
Harrison. Signed DB Joe Porter to the
practice squad.

DENVER BRONCOS—Signed P
Britton Colquitt from Miami’s practice
squad.

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS—Signed WR
Sam Giguere from the practice squad.
Waived QB Drew Willy and signed him
to the practice squad. Signed WR John
Matthews and LB Brandon Renkart to
the practice squad.

MIAMI DOLPHINS—Placed LB
Channing Crowder on the injured list.

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS—Signed
DT Rodney Leisle and TE Tory
Humphrey. Released CB Greg Fassitt
and CB Herana-Daze Jones. Re-signed
Fassitt to the practice squad.

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS—Placed WR
Mike Hass on injured reserve. Signed G
Trevor Canfield from Arizona’s practice
squad. Signed WR Patrick Carter to the
practice squad.

WASHINGTON REDSKINS—Placed
OL Mike Williams and S Reed Doughty
on injured reserve. Signed P.J. Hill off
Philadelphia’s practice squad and CB
Marcus McCauley.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

ANAHEIM DUCKS—Assigned LW
Kyle Calder to Toronto (AHL).

NASHVILLE PREDATORS—Recalled
F Mike Santorelli and D Alexander
Sulzer from Milwaukee (AHL).

ST. LOUIS BLUES—Recalled F
Derek Armstrong from Peoria (AHL)
under emergency conditions.

COLLEGE FOOTBALL
Texas Tech coach ousted

LUBBOCK, Texas — Texas Tech fired
Mike Leach on Wednesday after the
coach took the school to court to try to
overturn his suspension for alleged
mistreatment of an injured player. 

“I’m very sad to say there’s only one
person to blame for this and it’s Mike
Leach,” Texas Tech chancellor Kent
Hance told the AP. 

Jerry Turner, vice chairman of the
university system’s board of regents,
said “other things” came to light dur-
ing an investigation of Leach’s treat-
ment of receiver Adam James. The
sophomore alleged the coach twice
confined him to a small, dark place
after the player was diagnosed with a
concussion. 

Turner declined to elaborate about
the other issues. 

Leach was suspended Monday after
he refused to agree to guidelines for
dealing with players set forth by his
bosses in a Dec. 23 letter. 

COLLEGE BASKETBALL
Tribe upsets Maryland

COLLEGE PARK, Md. — William &
Mary claimed another Atlantic Coast
Conference victim Tuesday night,
defeating Maryland 83-77 to extend
its winning streak to nine games and
hand the Terrapins their first home
loss of the season. 

Sophomore Quinn McDowell
scored a career-high 28 points and
Danny Sumner added 17 for the Tribe
(9-2), who beat Wake Forest in
November. It’s the first time in school
history that William & Mary has
defeated two ACC foes on the road in
the same season.

— THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

SUBMITTING SPORTS ANNOUNCEMENTS
Have an item you want to include in the
local sports digest? Keep it to 75 words.
E-mail: smettlen@starexponent.com 
Fax: (540) 825-5211, attn: sports digest
Mail or in person:
Culpeper Star-Exponent
471 James Madison Hwy., Suite 201
Culpeper, VA 22701 (attn.: sports digest)

SPORTS DIGEST SCOREBOARD

AP

FIRED COACH: Texas Tech fired football
coach Mike Leach on Wednesday after the
coach took the school to court.
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After the formation of the
Negro National League,
which was based in the
Midwest, rival leagues
popped up in other parts of
the country. The Negro
Southern League brought
black baseball teams to
Atlanta, Nashville,
Birmingham, Memphis, New
Orleans and Chattanooga.

The Eastern Colored
League was then formed in
1923 with teams such as the
Brooklyn Royal Giants and
the Baltimore Black Sox.

In 1924 the Negro
National League champion
Kansas City Monarchs faced
the Eastern Colored League’s
Hilldale Club in the first
“Negro World Series.” The
Monarchs won the series in
nine games.

Many of the original
Negro leagues and teams
folded during the early years
of the Great Depression, but
black baseball didn’t die. In
1937 the Negro American
League was formed, putting
many of the best southern
and Midwestern teams in the
same league.

Franchises such as the

Kansas City Monarchs, the
Homestead Grays and the
Birmingham Black Barons
became extremely popular in
their home cities and beyond.
Black players such as Josh
Gibson, Buck Leonard,
Satchel Paige and Jackie
Robinson became huge stars
in the Negro Leagues in the
late 1930s and 40s.

In 1947, Robinson joined
the Brooklyn Dodgers of the
previously all-white National
League. Robinson was the
NL Rookie of the Year and
within a year the Cleveland
Indians added black players
Larry Doby and Paige, inte-

grating the American
League.

Robinson’s shattering of
the color barrier was a his-
toric event for black baseball,
but it also marked the begin-
ning of the end of the Negro
Leagues. By the early 1950s
almost all of the best black
players were in the Major
Leagues and attendance at
Negro Leagues games faded
until the leagues eventually
folded.

For more information on
the  Negro Leagues, visit the
Negro Leagues Baseball
Museum online at nlbm.com.

reported the following; the
oldest sister Ella Seals mar-
ried landowner Robert H. Hill
in either 1882 or ‘83, followed
later in the same decade by
the marriage of Annie Seals in
1887 to James Hawkins and
Mollie Seals’ marriage in 1888
to E.A. Johnson.

To date, no marriage record
has been found for Pete’s
mother, Lizzie Seals. Was the
marriage performed in anoth-
er county? Did she never
marry the father of the three
boys or was it simply
unrecorded? 

The answers to those ques-
tions may remain uncertain.
However, a death record in the
Culpeper County Court House
could provide a clue.

A single line in the record
book notated that on
November 3, 1887, a 30 year
old colored male, whose sur-
name was Hill, died. There
was no given name and no
cause of death.

Perhaps, this was Pete’s
father and with his death
came the impetus for Lizzie to
relocate. Family history
reports that Lizzie arrived in
Pittsburgh with Jerome,
Walter and John about 1889.

Records also indicate that
aunts Annie, Mollie and
another, named Mariah

moved north and out of state.
The trail for Ella is less clear;
in 1900 she was living in
Buena with Robert H. Hill,
but by 1907, he has remarried
and was listed as widowed. A
death record has not yet been
found for Ella, but there is
reason to believe, she, too, may
have relocated to Pittsburgh.

Lizzie Seals’ only brother
and Pete’s uncle, James E.
Seals remained in the
Buena/Rapidan area. Living
for a while in the village of
Rapidan, he made a home for
Pete’s grandmother, Mary
Francis Seals until her death
in 1912.

By 1917, Seals had pur-
chased a 23-acre farm located
“ 3/4 of a mile South of Buena
Station,” became a deacon at

Cedar Grove Baptist Church
and worked for the railroad as
a track inspector. He died in
1935, leaving his land and a
few descendants as legacy.

The Hills
William and Betty Hill of

Madison County, perhaps
members of the well-known,
lighter-skinned Hill family of
Culpeper and Madison, set-
tled in the Buena area as
early as 1870. Migrating with
them were numerous sons
and daughters, including
Robert, born in 1851.

Historical maps, oral histo-
ries and field surveys reveal a
network of roads that criss-
cross Cedar Mountain
between the White Oak
Church area on Route 15 and
the heart of Buena. It was
along these now-abandoned
cart paths on the slopes of the
mountain that the Hills estab-
lished their home place and
began their life of freedom.

On the mountain side, one
can still find the simple arti-
facts of a life, long since aban-
doned. A stone foundation, the
artwork of a hand-dug and
stone-lined well and a fence-
enclosed graveyard all remain
as ghosts declaring, “We were
here.”

Did Lizzie Seals live here
with her sister and brother-in-
law? Was Pete’s birth an event
at one of the evident home-
steads? Did he spend his early

childhood on the mountain-
side above Buena?

During his lifetime, Robert
H. Hill, married three times
(the second being Pete’s aunt,
Ella), fathered several chil-
dren and acquired a consider-
able amount of wealth.

Upon his death in 1914
and the subsequent death of
his third wife, only two of his
children would inherit his
estate. His daughter would
receive about 21 acres and the
“valuable house,” the son
received a larger tract of land
and the carriage house.
Granddaughter Ruth was to
have the piano.

The journey of the last sev-
eral months has led to the dis-
covery of several living rela-
tives.

It is the hope of this writer
and the extensive cadre of
baseball historians that in
2010, the family of Pete Hill
will be able to join others at
Cooperstown in celebration of
his achievements.

Pete Hill is a shining star
in the Seals/Hill family legacy
and there is still much to be
learned. But for now, it is
enough to know that his fami-
ly heritage lives on among the
rural landscape and rich his-
tory of the African American
community of Buena.

To be continued……

For more sports
coverage, 24 hours

a day, visit us
online

StarExponent.com

Hill’s family grew to prominence locally
DIGGING
CONTINUED FROM B1

EDITOR’S NOTE: The
research surrounding the
story of Pete Hill has result-
ed in extensive information,
but is by no means com-
plete. The writer, Zann
Nelson, former director of
the Musuem of Culpeper
History and longtime Star-
Exponent contributing
writer, is developing a book
that will include “the rest
of the story.” For those
wishing to contact Nelson,
you can e-mail her at
m16439@aol.com or write
to her in care of the
Culpeper Star-Exponent.
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