» The standard length of a batteau
on the James River is 58 feet.
Reproductions, ranging from 40
to 60 feet, have been built.

Width

» The standard beam measurement
is 6 to 8 feet. In his journal, Thomas
Jefferson described the Rucker
batteau, which was built by Amherst
natives Anthony and Benjamin
Rucker, as having a 6-foot beam.

Depth

» The depth of batteaux used for
hauling is 24 inches, but 18 inches
has been proven sufficient for hauling
light loads. Reproductions intended
for recreational use usually do not
use the full 24 inches.

» Native varieties of woods
are used in most batteau
reproductions. White oak is
used in most batteau
reproductions as well as by
most boat builders around the
world. The wood is used in
most framing aspects.

Planking

» Materials commonly used in
reproductions of batteaux have
been yellow pine and tulip poplar.

Friday, June 17/Saturday, June 18

@ Lynchburg
Friday Events:

Friday Cheers moves to the Riverfront from
5:30 to 9 p.m. Concessions available all day.
Saturday Events:

» Historic Village: 10 a.m.- 4 p.m.

» Paws on Percival: 10 a.m.

» Lynchburg N-Scalers: 10 a.m.- 4 p.m.

» Antique Car Show: 10 a.m.- 4 p.m.

» Live entertainment: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.: Dixie
Blue, The McKenzies, Scruffy Murphy Band,
War Pipe, The Paul Bunyan Lumberjack Show,
River Cities Quartet

» Children’s stage 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.: Hats off
to America, Traveling Jack and Co., The Great
American Railroad Show, Magic Show

» Kanawa Play Park: 10 a.m.- 4 p.m.

» Petting zoo/pony rides: 10 a.m.- 4 p.m.

» The Dairy Olympics: 10 a.m.- 4 p.m.

» Arts and Crafts Show: 10 a.m.- 4 p.m.

» Skateboard contest: 11 a.m.

>» Batteau launch: 1 p.m.

» Patriot Parade: Following departure of boats
» Concert featuring Coastline and Bill Deal’s
Original Rhondels: 6-11 p.m

Charlottesville
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» The fastening material is a

also use

waterproof marine glue on the
rib joints and in the construction
of a laminate gunwale.

Sunday evening, June 19

© Bent Creek
Directions:

the river.
Events:
» Spaghetti dinner will be
served by Southern Flare.

» Take U.S. 29 north to Amherst.
Turn east on U.S. 60. Turn left at
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Tuesday evening, June 21

» Take U.S. 29 north to Lovingston.

» Dinner and breakfast available
at Howardsville General Store.

© Howardsville

Directions:

Turn east on Virginia 56.
Events:
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Saturday evening: June 18
©) Stapleton/Galts Mill

Directions:

» Take U.S. 29 north to Wright Shop
Road (Virginia 622). Follow to Galt’s Mill.
Go to the camping and docking area.
Events:

» Hot dogs and barbecue will be served

by Amelon United Methodist Church.
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Wednesday evening, June 22
(O Scottsville

Directions:

» Take U.S. 29 north. Turn right

on Virginia 6. Follow to junction

with Virginia 20 in Scottsville.
Events:

» No dinners planned;

restaurants will be open.

Monday evening: June 20
© Wingina

Directions:

» Take U.S. 29 north to Lovingston. Take

the first Lovingston exit. Turn right on
Virginia 56 east and follow to Wingina.

Events:

» 20th anniversary celebration honoring
Joseph W. Ayers, founder and former
chairman of the James River Batteau
Festival and 10 founding captains from
1986. Dinner and breakfast will be served
by the Lovingston Volunteer Fire
Department.
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Thursday evening: June 23

. ——— | Saturday: June 25
@) Slate River = L -
Directions: ° _SQ_M_Q-_.m Landing
» Take U.S. 29 north to Amherst. Directions:

Turn right on U.S. 60 east. Follow
to Sprouses Corner. Take a left on
Virginia 15 north. Go through
Arvonia and go one mile
west on Virginia 652.
Events:

» Dinner will be served by the
Dilwyn Baptist Church youth group.

N

Ambherst. Turn right on U.S. 60

Cumberland. Turn left on Virginia

» Barbecue dinner planned
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Friday evening, June 24
o Cartersville

Directions:
» Take U.S. 29 north to

and go east through

45. Follow north through
Cartersville to the river.
Events:

» Take U.S. 29 north to
Amherst. Turn right on U.S.
east. Follow to Powhatan Coul

follow north to Maiden’s Land
Events:

water levels. Wild meats

Turn left on Virginia 522 and

» Batteaux will begin arriving by
mid-afternoon depending on

available from Tasty Critters.
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next week.

Poles
(used to move
boat in river)

Sweep
(used to help
steer batteau)

Staff graphic by Jon Ness

Sources: Joseph W. Ayers, founder and
former chairman of the James River
Batteau Festival, in a paper presented
at the Annual Conference of the Colonial
Maritime Association, staff reports,
www.batteaufestival.com,
www.nysm.nysed.gov/batteau/

Batteau replicas
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atteau construction

Batteau enthusiasts and fans will begin taking the trip from Lynchburg to
Maiden’s Landing on Saturday during the annual James
River Batteau Festival. Here is a look what goes into
building a batteau and a map showing the route
participants will take on the river over the

» Batteau is the French word
for boat. It came to signify
any flat-bottomed, shallow-
draft vessel that was pointed
at both ends. The vessel was
the mainstay of inland
shipping.

» The early batteaux weighed
about 9,000 pounds and
could carry 11 hogsheds,
weighing 500 to 600 pounds.

» The vessel was pointed
at both ends and was poled
down the river. Few
illustrations exist, but
original batteaux were
uncovered in a dig at
Richmond’s Great Basin
between 1983 and 1986.

» Tobacco was shipped
from Lynchburg to
Richmond once
a year on
batteaux
in the
early

spring
when the James River was
the deepest. In the barter
economy, tobacco was cash.

» Batteaux were considered
very valuable because they
were such a heavy-duty craft.
They could carry cargo over
very rapid or very shallow
water.

» Batteaux made runs on the
river until the 1850s with the
advent of the James River and
the Kanawha Canal system.
The railroad and the Civil War
all but wiped out batteaux as
well.



