
Smith began his exploration of
the Chesapeake Bay from
Hampton Roads. He charted the
rivers and islands of the
Eastern Shore, then traveled as
far north as the Patapsco River,
and west to the Potomac. Here
are some highlights
of the voyage:

SOURCES: Historic Jamestowne, Jamestown Settlement, Jamestown Yorktown
Foundation, The Mariners’ Museum, Friends of the Captain John Smith Water
Trail, the National Park Service, Captain John Smith Four Hundred Project, the
Science Museum of Virginia, National Geographic, Sultana Projects
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The first voyage

                  June 3, near Accomack
The expedition sails up the eastern
          shore of the bay. Smith
     encounters American Indians
    spearing fish “with poles like
          javelins, headed with bone...”

         July  17
After the shallop runs aground
on the Rappahannock, Smith
and his men use their swords

to fish. Smith is stung by a
cownose ray and is thought to

be near death, but later
recovers and dines on the
creature. The spot is still
known as Stingray Point.

June  13-14
Smith explores the

Patapsco River.

Start
Jamestown

  April 26, 1607
Susan Constant,
 Godspeed and
  Discovery
   sight land.

June 6

July  17

June  17
The crew, hungry and

exhausted, want to
return to Jamestown.
Smith convinces them

to continue the
expedition.

June  24-27

June  24-27
The group

explores the
Potomac River

up to Great
Falls where
they dig for

precious
minerals. June  6-8

A sudden storm destroys the
mast and sail, leaving the

shallop stranded until after
“repairing our fore saile with

our shirts’, we set saile.”

June  3

June  12-13
After

exploring the
Nanticoke

River,
Tangier

Sound, Smith
crosses the
bay then

heads north.

June  12-13

July  21
Smith and

crew aboard the
shallop sail up

the James,
returning to
Jamestown.

July  21
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    Over the next three months they explored more than 1,700 miles
of the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries, marveling at the
abundance of fish and fowl in its waters and meeting and trading
with hundreds of American Indians.
   The expedition found no gold or silver, but Smith returned
to England in 1609 with priceless navigational information.
In 1612, he published an account of their explorations in
the “discovery barge” and his surprisingly accurate, first
map of Virginia, which remained the definitive guide
for much of the 17th century.
   On Dec. 19, 2006, President Bush signed legislation
creating the nation’s first all-water national historic
trail — Captain John Smith Chesapeake National
Historic Trail — based on Smith’s explorations.

June  13-14

In 2005, modern shipwrights
began construction on a 28-foot
working replica of Captain John
Smith’s shallop at the Sultana
Shipyard in Chestertown, Md.
On May 12, as part of the
Captain John Smith Four
Hundred Project, a crew of
explorers will retrace Smith’s
entire route.

 “Heaven and Earth never
   agreed better to frame
 a place for man’s
    habitation.”
   Captain John Smith
              1612

On June 2, 1608, Captain John Smith and
a crew of 14 men from the Jamestown
settlement embarked on a voyage of discovery.

For more on Smith and his historic voyage:
www.nationalgeographic.com/chesapeake/voyage/
www.johnsmith400.org/
www.friendsofthejohnsmithtrail.org/
Go to TimesDispatch.com and take a virtual tour of Jamestown at:
http://explorejamestown400.com

June 17
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See Captain John Smith’s discovery barge
Before it sets sail, you can view
the replica through March 26 at the
Science Museum of Virginia
2500 W. Broad St. in Richmond
For details call: (804) 864-1400
or go to: www.smv.org

Aboard Captain John Smith’s “Discovery Barge”

SCIENCE MUSEUM OF VIRGINIA

Length overall: 30 feet
Beam (width): 7 feet
Hull: wood planking
Powered by: wooden
oars, 2 sails
Capacity: 15 people
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June 2, 1608
The voyage begins

Shrouds
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The shallop
Shallops were small work boats, 25-40
feet long, powered by oars and sails.
Being light, maneuverable, and with a
shallow draft, they could navigate shallow
waters. Historians believe the Jamestown
shallop was built in England, using a rib-
on-plank construction to reduce weight
and conserve wood. It was then sawed
in half to fit the hold of the largest ship,
Susan Constant, for the trip across the
Atlantic. When the colonists reached the
New World, the shallop was rowed
ashore, reassembled and outfitted with
mast, rigging and sails. It was then used
to select a site for the settlement and to
transport crew and cargo.
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